     


  PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP


     

  REGULAR MEETING

                            November 14, 2011
Plymouth Township Council held its Regular Meeting at the Plymouth Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:


  Council:   
Vince Gillen -------------- Chairman

         
Maria Weidinger ----------- Vice-Chairman 
            Dean Eisenberger

            Mary Lou Readinger

            Sheldon Simpson 

Staff:      
Karen Weiss ----------------- Manager

               Michael Clarke -------------- Solicitor

               Russ Benner ----------------- T & M Associates

               Tim Creelman ---------------- Finance Director

               Joe Lawrence ---------------- Chief of Police


Pledge of Allegiance – The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mr. Gillen at 7:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Public Comment  

  Mr. Gillen asked if there was any public comment pertaining to any of   the items advertised on the agenda and there was none.
ANNOUNCEMENT - Executive Session held November 9, 2011 
Mr. Gillen announced that an Executive Session was held on November 9, 2011 in order to discuss litigation and personnel matters. 
APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Gillen called for the approval of the minutes.
     a. Workshop Meeting                      October 3, 2011 
     b. Regular Meeting                       October 10, 2011
     c. Budget Meeting                        October 24, 2011

  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the minutes without the         necessity of reading. The motion was seconded by Ms. Readinger ; a     roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr.            Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger   in favor. 

  APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND BILLS: Chairman Gillen         called for the approval of the departmental reports and bills.
  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the departmental reports and    bills and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken   and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms.        Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
                        

    ADMINISTRATION 
a.Budget Meetings – November – Ms. Weiss announced that there are two additional budget meetings on November 17th and November 21st.  Both meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Engineering Wing, Conference Room A. 
b.National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month – - Ms. Weidingeer read the Certificate of Recognition proclaiming the month of November as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. Plymouth Township applauds those involved in the campaign to increase public awareness of Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the Certificate of Recognition and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
c.Tax Settlement – Mr. Clarke stated that this item pertains to a tax settlement that was reached by the Colonial School District with Exeter Peter Lane I, LP, and the Montgomery County Board of Assessment Appeals. This involves a piece of ground in the Township that has been previously underdeveloped and when it was developed the property was reassessed. The matter has been in litigation in the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas and the property owner and Montgomery County are now recommending that the matter be settled. The stipulation to settle states that effective January 1, 2010 the assessment for the property should be increased from $55,570 to $810,000 and effective November 1, 2010, the assessment for the subject property shall be increased from $810,000 to $10,697,270. The assessment shall remain at that amount for each subject tax year until there is another tax appeal on the property. Mr. Simpson made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to execute the stipulation to settle. The motion was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
           
 POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY
a.Commendation – Officer Jordan – Mr. Gillen read the commendation for Officer Todd Jordan who was instrumental in the apprehension of three armed gunmen in Plymouth Township. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the commendation and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
                 
                     PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER

a.Snow Announcement – Ms. Weidinger read the Township’s Official Snow Policy. 

                        ENGINEERING
a.Launfall Road Project – Mr. Gillen stated that over the last few months Council has worked with residents on the 500 block of Launfall Road to resolves stormwater issues. The Township Engineer has provided four recommendations to resolve the problem. At its Workshop Meeting, Council discussed each option  and this evening Mr. Gillen made a motion to adopt options one and two at a cost not to exceed $40,000. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
             SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
                 SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a.L.D. 11-2 Vist Bank
   1. Expiration date November 30, 2011 – ACTION – Mr. Clarke read the resolution approving the final land development plan prepared for S & P Development Corporation, by Robert E. Blue, Consulting Engineers, dated August 5, 2011 to demolish an existing duplex and associated structures and construct a free standing bank with drive-thru and associated improvements in accordance with said plans and under and subject to the conditions read. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Gillen. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Mr. Simpson was opposed.   
b. S.D. 11-1 WRD Holdings, L.P./1000 Conshohocken Road
   1. Expiration date December 12, 2011 – ACTION – Mr. Clarke read the resolution approving the final subdivision plan prepared for WRD Holdings, L.P., located at 1000 Conshohocken Road to sub-divide the existing parcel into two lots in accordance with said plan and under and subject to the conditions read. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
c. Escrow Release – ACTION 
   1. Cold Point Village No. 1 – Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the escrow release No. 1 for Cold Point Village in the amount of $543,785.17 for items completed in accordance with said plans. The motion was seconded by Ms. Readinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
   2. Cold Point Village No. 2 – Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the escrow release No. 2 for Cold Point Village in the amount of $364,870.53 for items completed in accordance with said plans. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
d. 101 North Lane extension requested to November 15, 2012 - ACTION- Ms. Readinger made a motion to grant the extension request for 101 North Lane. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
                 

             CODE ENFORCEMENT/HEALTH
a.Certificate of Appropriateness – Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness for 100 W. Germantown and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
____________________________________________________________              
                          ZONING 
a.Zoning Hearings –  Mr. Eisenberger announced that the Zoning Hearing Board of Plymouth Township will hold a public hearing on Monday, November 21, 2011, commencing at 7:00 p.m., in the Plymouth Township Building on the following applications: 1) JOHN SIMON AND 2)S & P DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. Any interested person may attend the public hearing and have an opportunity to be heard. 
                                 
                    PARKS AND RECREATION  
                     

                  PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

a.Brandywine Conditional Use Decision & Order – Mr. Clarke reported that this is a Decision and Order by Plymouth Township Council on a Conditional Use Application for Brandywine Operating Partnership to develop the property as a 398 unit, high-end, mid-rise apartment complex. The property is located on the north side of Plymouth Road near Butler Pike in an Interchange Development District. Council held a Conditional Use Hearing on the proposal on September 12th. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the Conditional Use Decision and Order and was seconded by Mr. Gillen. At this point, public comment on the motion was given. 
The following residents spoke in opposition to the project primarily due to traffic issues. Tammy Harrison - 111 Meetinghouse Lane, Nancy Benowitz and Robert Benowitz - 109 Shasta Road, Frank Johnson - 2685 Narcissa Road, Dan Weisman -  109 Boulder Road, Robert Manley - 114 Carriage Court (Whitemarsh),  Beverly Cohen - 111 Pleasant Road, Richard Schickling - 111 Boulder Road, Ron Plant - 11 Blue Ridge Road, Hemedra Jani – 304 Anthony Drive, Pat Reilly - 2106 Sierra Road, Paula Katz – 901 Artis Road (Whitemarsh), Tish DeTuro - 1905 Little Avenue, Jens Karlsson - 104 Boulder Road, Janet Horning - 28 W. North Lane, Ronald Trush - 100 Blackhill Road, Nick Salamone - 345 Cambridge Road, Frank Johnson - 2685 Narcissa Road, Sam Russ - 115 Black Hill Road, Jordan Yuter – 214 Sutter Lane (Whitemarsh) and John Wisniewski – 508 Hiram Road (Whitemarsh).
Approximately five more people, whose names and addresses were not clearly stated, spoke in opposition to the construction of the apartment complex.  
Following the opposition comments from the residents, a roll call vote was taken and the motion failed 1-4 with Mr. Simpson, Ms. Weidinger, Mr. Eisenberger and Ms. Readinger opposed and Mr. Gillen in favor. 
Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve a denial Decision and Order and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
 
                  MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS
a.Citizen Board Appointments – Ms. Weiss announced that effective January, 2012 there will be vacancies on the Property Maintenance Code Appeals Board and the Building Code Appeals Board. Applicants for the Building Code Appeals Board must be experienced and qualified in the plumbing field.  Anyone interested in serving on one of these boards can send a letter of interest or resume to the Township Manager.  

_________________________________________________________
                     AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

                       ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Regular Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Jamison 

Recording Secretary     


